ASKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON JULY 11th 2016

Present

Mr Lowther (in the chair), Mr Cann, Mr Ireland, Mrs Robinson, Dr Smith

Mr Hughes (CCC), Mr Slee and members of the Community Centre committee.

Mrs Drinkwater (Clerk)
66.1 Apologies for absence
None had been received.

66.2 Declarations of interest in agenda items.

Mrs Harker declared an interest in Item 4 as a member of the Community Centre committee.

66.3 Minutes of the meetings held on May 19th
Having been circulated the minutes were taken as read. They were approved as correct and signed by Mr Lowther.

66.4 Request for grant funding for refurbishment of the Community Centre.

A request had been received for a grant of £5000 towards the cost of refurbishment of the hall kitchen and other improvements to the hall. Mr Slee had circulated figures and details of the project to councillors and he answered questions.

Discussion on this request was linked to discussion of other large projects proposed for council action during the year.

Mrs Harker, Mr Slee and the other committee members withdrew before the request was voted on.

Mr Ireland proposed that £1500 should be granted instead of the £5000 that had been requested.

Dr Smith seconded the proposal and it was agreed by a majority of councillors with one abstention.

Bus shelter refurbishment.

Discussion linked to the previous item.

Mr Ireland reported on research into possible interpretative panels for the bus shelter or elsewhere in the village and explained various considerations and guideline costs. (Documents attached to the minutes.)

After considerable discussion it was agreed that something would be desirable but professional advice should be sought in order to get the content correct and other organisations consulted. Mr Ireland would continue to work on it. Mr Lowther proposed that he, Mr Ireland and Mrs Robinson should form a working party to consider the way forward on content, scope etc. Councillors agreed.
Replacement of the village mower.
Figures for maintenance costs and repairs over the last 5 years were circulated by the Clerk and Mr Lowther presented quotes for replacement of the machine.

There was considerable discussion of alternatives to replacement – hire, addition to the current grass cutting contract, sharing of a machine. Mr Lowther would check the cost of replacement transmission system on the current machine and other repairs necessary to extend its useful life.
The Clerk would check the details of the mower – ownership etc.

Mr Slee mentioned that there was a possibility of grant funding from the EDC Community Fund with match funding of 20%.
66.5 Public comments and concerns.

No members of the public were present.

66.6 EDC, CCC and LDNPA reports.

Mr Slee (EDC) had nothing to report.

Mr Hughes (CCC) reported that the road restrictions for Kendal Calling had been modified slightly from last year. He also mentioned that he had attended an LDNPA event at Lowther castle which had been useful and interesting.

Mr Slee and Mr Hughes left the meeting with the other members of the Community Centre committee.

66.7 Finance.

Bank balance at 27/5/16     12001.17

                         30/6/16     11751.17

All cheques issued at the last meeting had been cleared.

To be paid;-   Clerk’s salary    375.00

               Lloyd Ltd –mower    164.42  (VAT 27.40)

                                              539.42

Payments were approved and cheques signed by Mrs Harker and Mr Cann.

In the bank following clearance;-  11211.75

The Clerk reported that all the financial information had been sent to the external auditor.

66.8 Updates.
a) Footway lighting.

Nothing to report.

b) Village green.

Nothing to report.

c) Notice boards.

It was agreed that repairs were needed to both village boards.

Mr Lowther was authorised to organise repairs with a budget of no more than £200.

d) Risk management assessment.

The Clerk suggested that the documents she had presented at a previous meeting should be accepted for the current year and reconsidered in early 2017. This was agreed.
66.9 LDNPA Local Plan Review meeting.
Mr Cann and Mrs Harker had attended and they reported that nothing of relevance to this parish had been discussed.
66.10 Planning application

7/2016/3080 Scales Farm, Askham. Construction of a steel portal frame building over the existing yard and solar panels on a barn.

Councillors had no objections.

66.11 Councillors’ concerns.
Mr Ireland asked about the progress of the Community Asset registration. It was agreed that he should take it over.

66.12 Items for the next agenda.
New financial regulations.

Pension regulations.

66.12 Date of the next meeting.
Monday September 12th.

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 9.20pm.
