ASKHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON MAY 19th 2016

Present.

Mr Cann, Mrs Harker, Mr Ireland, Dr Smith, Mr Lowther

Mrs Drinkwater (Clerk), Mr Hughes (CCC councillor)

64.1.Election of Chair

Mr Lowther was proposed by Mrs Harker, seconded by Mr Cann and elected unanimously.  

He signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

64.2. Election of Vice-chair.
Mr Cann was proposed by Dr Smith, seconded by Mr Ireland and elected unanimously.

64.3. Apologies for absence.
    Mr Tallis was working away.
64.4. Chair’s report.
      (Attached)

    It was approved.

64.5. Financial report.
        Having been circulated it was approved and signed by Mr Lowther. 

64.6. Statement of Governance.
     The statement for the external auditor was completed and signed.

The Clerk, councillors and Chair were thanked for their work over the last year.

End of the Annual general meeting.
Ordinary Council Meeting.

65.1 Declaration of interests in agenda items.

 None were made.

65.2 Minutes of the meeting held on March 14th.

Having been circulated the minutes were taken as read. They were approved and signed as a correct record by Mr Lowther.
65.3 Public comments and concerns.
     No parishioners were present.

65.4 EDC, CCC and LDNPA reports.
     EDC councillor and LDNPA representative were not present.

     Mr Hughes (CCC councillor) spoke about the road closure between Shap and Bampton which was scheduled to last for seven weeks, with open access during weekends. It was possible that cuts to the Police service might be re-introduced . The position re. Penrith Hospital remained unclear. It probably will not lose any beds and may even be enlarged but the position of hospitals elsewhere is uncertain.

There will be less money for highway repairs in the current year so less pothole repair would be done.

There would be no more local member funding but Mr Hughes still had some available on a first come, first served basis.
65.5 Finance.
    Bank balance at 30/3/16     7268.81

    Paid in since year end,   VAT refund    310.44

                                          EDC precept 5300.00

                                          CTRS grant     200.00

                                                            5810.44

  In bank on 9/5/16               13,079.25

  Accounts outstanding;-   Clerk’s salary        375.00

                   Computer virus protection (1/3)  30.00

                   Computer malware repair (1/2)   19.00

                                        Petty cash              60.00

                                        CALC sub              130.00

                            Penrith Tool Hire (mower) 212.23 vat 35.37.

                                                                  826.23
    b) Insurance.
     A quotation had been received from Zurich Municipal  offering insurance for 251.85 against the Aon quote of 502.60.

    Mr Cann proposed that the Zurich quote should be accepted, Mrs Harker seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously.

c) Grant application from Askham PCC.

   A request fro a grant had been received from Dr Whitwham on behalf of Askham PCC and it was agreed that 250.00 should be given (s137 payment), as in previous years.

All cheques were signed by Mrs Harker and Mr Cann

In the bank account following clearance of cheques;- 

13079.25 – 1328.08  = 11751.17
65.6 Risk management assessment.
  It was agreed that the Chair and Clerk would carry it out before the next meeting.

65.7 Updates on matters discussed at previous meetings

   a) Village green

        i) A tree needing to be felled had been identified.

       ii) Parking.

           It was reported that the ‘butty van’ was still being parked on the green but as it was not causing an obstruction it was not a PC matter but rather a neighbour problem.
        Mr Ireland and Mr Lowther would walk around the village and assess where damage was being caused and what could probably be easily repaired.

  b) Footway lighting.

     It was reported the Mr Slee had praised Askham PC for its action in investigating the provision of alternative lighting. Mr Cann would circulate information. He was authorised to buy lights up to a limit of 180.00

c) Bus-shelter refurbishment.
   It was reported that Mr Tallis would paint the shelter. Mr Ireland and Mr Lowther would see to the removal of moss and leaves from the roof. Mrs Harker and Mr Ireland had ideas for several information panels and maps etc.

Mr Ireland gave some idea of costs and could approach a local artist who could produce panels. He would e-mail some ideas to other councillors.

d) Web-site.

Mr Ireland reported that the requirements of the Transparency regulations were almost met. There were no contact details for councillors yet and it was agreed that only phone numbers should be listed. The Clerk’s e-mail address would be added for ease of contact.
Mr Ireland was thanked for his work.

e) Notice boards.

   Both boards require some remedial work.

65.8 Projects to be carried out during the year.
    Tree felling – Mr McHolme and Mr Will Lowther would be approached to do the necessary work.

    Footway lighting.

   Contribution to Hall refurbishment and pool – Mrs Harker would get figures for the work that is to be done.

   Bus service – the council could join the 106 Partnership.

   Bus shelter refurbishment.

   Verges and village green repair.

   Interpretative boards inside the bus shelter or elsewhere.

   Phone box – Mrs Harker would investigate.

65.9 Annual Parish Meeting – arrangements.
   Speaker – Jim Ratcliffe from the Environment Agency, talking about flooding, its effect on the landscape and possible mitigation measures.

  Mrs Harker and the Clerk would provide refreshments.

Mr Hughes left the meeting.

65.10 Councillors’concerns.
 Mr Cann and Mrs Harker reported that they would be attending a meeting at Barton PC regarding the LDNPA East Distinctive Area Local Plan. Answers to the questions posed by LDNPA for discussion at the meeting were discussed and it was agreed that they represented the views of councillors.

65.11 Items for the next agenda.

New financial regulations.

Risk management assessment.

65.12 Date of next meeting.
 Monday July 11th.

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 9.05pm. 
