ASKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 11th 2016

Present

Mr Cann, Mrs Harker, Mr Smith, Mr Ireland, Mrs Robinson

Mr Lowther in the chair.

Mrs Drinkwater (Clerk) Mr Hughes (CCC), Mr Calland (parishioner)

62.1 Apologies for absence.

Mr Tallis – out of the parish on business.

Mr Slee – previous meeting.

Mr MacInnes.

62.2 Declarations of interest in agenda items.
None were made.

62.3 Co-option of Mr Smith.
It was proposed by Mr Cann, seconded by Mrs Harker and agreed that Mr Smith should be co-opted to serve as councillor in place of Mrs Reid. 

62.4 Minutes of the meeting held on November 9th 2015.

The Clerk thanked Mr Ireland for acting as clerk in her absence.

Having been circulated the minutes were taken as read. They were approved as a correct record and signed as such by Mr Lowther.
62.5 Public comments and concerns.
Mr Calland raised concern over parking on the village greens  which is causing considerable damage. This also occurs on the green triangle at the entrance to Helton. A chip wagon was also causing difficulties with drivers having to go onto the green to pass because of the obstruction. There was considerable discussion regarding possible solutions to these problems – stakes along the road edge were mentioned. Lowther Estates would be contacted re. staking. Mr Ireland would liaise with Mr Calland to identify the problem areas and the landlord of the house where the chip wagon was parked would be contacted to try to come to some solution to the matter.

62.6 EDC, CCC and LDNPA councillors’ reports.

EDC and LDNPA were not present.

CCC – Mr Hughes requested anyone who had been affected by flooding to contact him for information on the assistance that is being offered. He said that Eamont Bridge ad not yet been thoroughly checked but may be repairable. If it can not be it may need to be replaced and other routes may have to be opened.
He had informed Highways about the potholes that had been identified to him but did not know about all of them. Highways should be told directly of any problems.

62.7 Finance.

Bank balance at 30/11/15   7781.81

                         30./12/15  7681.81

All cheques issued at the last meeting had been cleared.

Accounts to be paid;-    Clerk’s salary (last ¼)              275.00

                                    Community Centre (meetings)    70.00

                                                                                  345.00

In the bank following clearance;-                                7336.81

Payments were approved and the cheques signed by Mrs Harker and Mr Cann.

b) The precept request for 5300.00 had been made – CTRS grant had been set at 200.00 making a total of 5500.00 as agreed.

c) The Clerk pointed out that there had been no request for a grant from the PCC as had been made in the past. Mrs Harker would contact the PCC Treasurer.

62.8 Footway lighting.

Mr Cann presented a discussion paper  
It was agreed that it was important to identify where lights were considered necessary and advise householders who wanted their own external lighting.
Mrs Harker proposed the setting up of a working party to consider the acquisition of four lights by the council. Mr Ireland seconded the proposition and it was agreed unanimously. 

The ordering of any lights would be done by the Clerk.
62.9 106 Partnership.

There was some discussion about the need for public transport and Mr Hughes outlined the current situation.

Mr Cann spoke of the need to provide some means of transport from the village to the bus at Hackthorpe.
Mrs Robinson and Mr Lowther would investigate possible solutions.

62.10 Kendal Calling.
Mr Cann presented a report, (attached), on a meeting he had attended with Kelli Graham from Kendal Calling.
It was agreed that the PC should request free tickets for parishioners for the next event because of the disruption caused.

Mr Hughes left the meeting.

62.11 Updates.
a) Bus shelter refurbishment.

Nothing had been done because of the bad weather.

b) Tree survey of the village greens.

Not yet done because of the weather.

c) Web-site.

Mr Ireland reported that the current web-site was not good, with out of date data. Free web building sites were available but were not very useful as advertisements were included.
He recommended working on the existing site and updating it to comply with the Transparency Code, including details of councillors and what the PC is doing along with links to local businesses and organisations.

It was agreed that Mr Ireland should continue to deal with it and he would continue to add the Transparency Code details. The cost of the site -30.00 per year -  would be halved with the Community Centre.

d) Community asset registration.

After considerable discussion on what should be registered it was proposed by Mr Ireland seconded by Mrs Harker and agreed by the majority of councillors that registration of the six assets previously identified should be proceeded with.

A counter proposal that the shop should not be included was rejected.

e) Speeding.

No discussion.

f) Council action plan.

Mr Tallis had circulated a draft to councillors but there was no discussion in his absence.

g) Swimming pool and Community Centre refurbishment plans.

Mr Cann and Mrs Harker reported that the Community Centre’s financial problems had led to a decision not to open the pool this year. This would be discussed publicly at the AGM/open meeting in February. There were plans to change the constitution of the Community Centre so that committee members were no longer financially responsible thereby encouraging more people to become involved. The pool had been losing considerable amounts of money and there was still a need to improve the kitchen facilities.

Mr Cann said that something should be done to enable the pool to be open by fund raising or other means. He wasn’t asking for the PC to do anything directly but was asking for PC support.
After some discussion it was agreed that there was a need for further information.

62.12 Councillors’ concerns. 

Mrs Harker was concerned about the possible removal of the phone box from service but there was no further information on the matter and no discussion.

62.13 Items for the next agenda.
Risk management assessment.

Defibrillator provision.

Dates for future meetings.

Mondays    March 14th
                May 9th
               July  11th
              September 12th
             November 14th
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 9.05 pm.
