ASKHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 26th 2018

Present.

Mr Calland, Mrs Harker, Mr Cann, Dr Smith, Mrs Robinson, Mr Lowther (arrived late)

Mrs Drinkwater (Clerk)

Mr Slee (EDC councillor), Mr Hughes (CCC councillor),Mr Bliss (Lowther Estates)

11 parishioners

In the absence of Mr Lowther Vice-chairman Mr Cann took the chair and introduced Mr Bliss who explained plans for the future management of the Lowther valley. Mr Bliss answered questions from parishioners and councillors.

He was thanked by Mr Cann and left the meeting along with several of the parishioners.

Mr Lowther arrived and took the chair for the meeting proper.

81.1 Apologies for absence.
Mr MacInnes (LDNPA rep.)  - prior meeting.

81.2 Declarations of interests.
None were made.

81.3 Minutes of the meeting on September 24th.

Having been circulated they were taken as read, approved as a correct record and signed as such by Mr Lowther.

81.4 Chairman’s report.
Mr Lowther reported that the upper green had not been cut but he had asked Lowther Forestry to brush cut it once or twice a year. A quote of 280.00 for two cuts had been received but it was decided that once would be adequate at a cost of 140.00.

81.5 Parishioners’ concerns.

Mrs Albion, parishioner, spoke of her concern over increasing numbers of dogs being walked on Helton Fell and the amount of dog waste being left, harming sheep and causing inconvenience to walkers.
There was considerable discussion of the matter and it was decided that Mr Lowther and Mrs Robinson, both farmers, would investigate the problem and possible solutions. Mr Lowther would also contact landowners United Utilities and Lowther Estates.

To be discussed further at the next meeting.

81.6 EDC and CCC reports.

EDC – Mr Slee mentioned the new Handy Person Service that had been introduced. Small jobs could be carried out at a cost of 18.00 per hour.

CCC -  Mr Hughes said that potholes had been reported to Highways.

Parking problems on the greens were a police matter.

There were no plans for charges for on street parking on the table for the current year.

81.7 Finance.
Bank balance at 30/10/18    9025.95

The statement was signed by Mr Lowther. 

All cheques had been cleared.

Accounts to be paid;-  Clerk’s salary   300.00

                                    JC Leece – audit 35.00

                                                              335.00

Payments were approved and the cheques signed by Mrs Harker and Mr Cann.
The Clerk reported that the half yearly audit had been carried out by Mr Leece and there were no matters of concern.

b) Grant request from Askham PCC.

It was agreed that 250.00 should be given to Askham PCC towards the maintenance of the cemetery.(Section 137 payment)

c) The financial report had been circulated and was accepted and signed by Mr Lowther.

d) Budget for 2019/20

A draft worked on by Dr Smith and Mrs Harker was distributed, discussed and accepted.

The precept request would be discussed at the next meeting.

81.8 Interpretative boards.
Mrs Robinson reported that the wording was being worked on. Lowther marketing people had been helpful with the text but not the design. She was trying to find a suitable graphic designer.

There was some discussion.

Planning permission would need to be granted before the boards could be erected.

81.9 Signs on village greens.

Mrs Harker and Mr Calland had investigated possible sites for signs to prevent parking on the greens.

Mr Calland said that there was a need for two signs on each part of the green with the text – ‘No Parking Allowed on Village Green’. After some discussion it was agreed that three signs should be erected. Mr Calland would cost them. Mr Lowther would talk to those residents whose vehicles are causing obstructions to access.

 81.10 Updates.
a) Oak tree by the bus shelter.

Mrs Harker had had a discussion with Lowther who will put in a planning application for remedial work to make the tree safer.

b) Daffodil planting

Bulbs have been obtained but volunteer planters are required. Lyn Cole has the bulbs at present.

c) Highwaysman report.

Nothing to report.

d) Mower service and storage.

Mr Calland reported that storage had been dealt with. Servicing had not yet been done but he would get a quote from Lloyds.

e) Stone seat.

It was reported that the contractor was busy but would deal with the repair at no charge.

81.11 Lighting.

Mr Lowther and Mr Cann had investigated.

Mr Cann reported that all the footway lights were still operational. There were differences of opinion re the necessity of lights. Most are on houses and the same effect could be achieved with domestic lights.
81.12 Planning

New applications. 7/2018/3179 Askham Stores. Replacement of windows and door.

There  were no objections to the plans.

b) T/2018/0167  Holly Cottage, Helton, CA10 2QA
Felling of 2 damson trees, pruning laurel and holly.

No objections.

81.13 Next agenda.

Setting of precept.

81.14 Dates for next and subsequent meetings.

Monday January 28th
             March 25th
             May  - within two weeks of the election date.

            July 22nd or 29th
            September 23rd
            November 25th.

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 8.50pm   
