ASKHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 28TH 2019

Present
Mr Lowther (in the chair), Mr Cann, Mrs Harker.

Mr Slee (EDC councillor), Mr Hughes (CCC councillor)

1parishioner

Mrs Drinkwater (Clerk)

82.1 Apologies for absence.
Mrs Robinson – away on family business

Mr Calland – away working

82.2 Declarations of interest in agenda items

None were made.

82.3 Minutes of meeting held on November 26th.

Having been circulated they were taken as read. They were approved as a correct record and signed as such by Mr Lowther.

82.4 Chairman’s report.

 He would look at grass cutting in the Spring and talk to Lowther about putting waste bins at the top of the village.

82.5 Public comments and concerns.

None.

82.6 EDC, CCC and LDNPA reports.

EDC – Mr Slee said that the Local Plan would be sent out to parishes for comments before review at the end of the year. The Clerk would pass it on to councillors.

The draft Council Plan would be sent out for consultation later.

CCC – Mr Hughes apologised for the short notice given for the road works between Askham and Helton. Part of his members’ grant fund had been given to the Community Centre.

Some pot holes had been repaired but others had been reported and await repair.
82.7 Finance.

Bank balance at 28/12/18    8690.95

Mr Lowther signed the statement.

Cheques had been cleared with the exception of the 250.00 paid to the PCC.

To be paid;-  Clerk’s salary   300.00

                   ½ SLCC sub        40.00

                   Clerk’s expenses 30.00

                                          370.00

(The SLCC sub and expenses were on one cheque)

A quote for electrical work re the Helton defib. was approved for payment but no invoice had been received so payment was deferred. No invoice had been received from Lowther Forestry or Lloyd for mower service. 
Payment of the three accounts was approved and cheques signed by Mr Cann and Mrs Harker.

b) Precept.

In the absence of Dr Smith who was working on the precept figure it was proposed, after some discussion, that the precept should be the same as 2018/19 – 6000.00

Proposed Mr Lowther

Seconded Mrs Harker

Agreed unanimously.
82.8 Dog walking and fouling.

It was agreed that 2 waste bins were required, one at the top of the village and one elsewhere. The solution of the problem on Helton Fell was more problematic. Mr Lowther reported that new environmental schemes were being considered with signage possibly being put up by Lowther and UU. Dogs have to be under control during the bird breeding season.

Dog Restriction Orders could be the next option.

There was some discussion of the matter.

82.9 Updates.
a) Interpretative boards.

Mr Cann reported that quite a lot of work had been done. A planning application needs to be made and the work has to be done by the end of March in order to satisfy the terms of the LDNPA grant.

There is a question over whether Helton wants a board as well.

b) Highways issues.

It was agreed that the ‘Dead End’ sign in Helton should be replaced.

c) Mower service and storage.

It is stored safely at Askham Gate Farm.

The Clerk would contact Mr Calland re the servicing.

d) Oak tree by the bus shelter.

Mrs Harker reported that Lowther were putting in a planning application for remedial work to the tree.

e) ‘No Parking’ signs.

No action taken yet.

Mr Calland would work on it.

82.10 Councillors’ concerns.

None expressed.

82.11 Next agenda.
Risk management assessment.

Election details.

82.12 Next meeting.

Monday March 25th – council meeting and APM at 7.00 pm.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.15pm.
